Othello Act I Questions

1.1

1.  Read the scene looking for the personality traits of each character.  Fill in the Act I character chart in as much detail as possible, including textual evidence.

2.  The play beings in the middle of a heated discussion between Roderigo and Iago.  About what is each man angry?

3.  Describe Iago’s plan concerning Othello.

4.  Iago believes it is unjust that he has not been promoted.  In lines 19-26, find four phrases that that suggest why Iago is jealous of Cassio.

5.  Iago speaks differently than other characters in the play.  Look at Iago’s choice of words in lines 57-92:

     a) Find all the imperative verbs he uses.

     b) Find all the animal imagery.  To what animals does he refer and what are they doing?

     c) He talks a lot about himself in this passage; find all the first person pronouns.

     d) What does Shakespeare’s use of language suggest about Iago’s personality and his 

          relationship with other men?

6.  Identify any other animal imagery in this scene.  Who uses it and what does it suggest about his personality?

7.  a) Of what do Iago and Roderigo convince Brabantio?  How do they accomplish this?

     b) Why does this make Brabantio so angry?

8.  Both Desdemona and Juliet (from last year’s Romeo and Juliet) make choices of which their parents wouldn’t approve.  How does Roderigo’s description of Desdemona’s escape (1.1.119-136) compare with Juliet’s rebellious behaviour?

9.  Why does Iago leave before Brabantio descends?

10.  On page 228, read the passage “Verse and Prose”.  Which characters sometimes speaks in prose in this scene?  What subjects do they tend to discuss in prose?  Why might Shakespeare have written these lines in prose?

1.2

1.  Read the scene looking for the personality traits of each character.  Fill in the Act I character chart in as much detail as possible, including textual evidence.

2.  To whom is Iago referring when he says to Othello, “Nine or ten times/ I had thought to have yerk’d him here under the ribs” (1.2.4-5)?

3.  What are Othello’s reasons for believing that the Duke of Venice will not object to his marriage with Desdemona?

4.  What message does Cassio bring?

5.  According to Brabantio, how did Othello win Desdemona’s affections?

6. To the character chart, add textual evidence of Othello’s calmness and confidence.

1.3

1.  Read the scene looking for the personality traits of each character.  Fill in the Act I character chart in as much detail as possible, including textual evidence.

2.  What is the main purpose of the Duke’s meeting with the senators?  What conflicting information and reports do they receive(1.3.1-43)?

3.  Why did Desdemona fall in love with Othello, according to:

a) Brabantio

b) Othello

c) Desdemona

4.  What is the Duke’s decision regarding Desdemona’s request to go to Cyprus?

5.  Examine Iago’s garden/gardener metaphor.  Summarize his main message here.  What character trait does this illustrate? (add it to your chart!) 

6. What advice does Iago give to Roderigo?

7.  What reason does Iago give for hating Othello in lines 368-372?

8.  What is Iago’s new plan (lines 374-384)?

ACT I – CHARACTER CHART:

	Character
	Personality Trait
	Textual Evidence

	Iago
	Example:

Conceals his true feelings/motives; possibly a schemer and dishonest


	“For when my outward action doth demonstrate/ The native act and figure of my hear/ In complement extern, ‘tis not long after/ But I will wear my heart upon my sleeve/ For daws to peck at.  I am not what I am” (1.1.62-66).
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