Lord of the Flies:  Summary and Questions
Chapter 1

efflorescence
 
enmity
 
decorous 
chorister 
bastion 

hiatus

A group of boys is stranded on a desert island, following a plane crash.
They find a shell called a Conch and they blow it.
The noise it makes brings boys from all directions.
The choir arrives with Jack leading them.
They vote for chief and Ralph is elected.
Ralph makes Jack leader of the choir.
Jack says the choir will be hunters.
Ralph, Jack and Simon explore the island.
They find a piglet but Jack can’t kill it.
1.  What do you learn about Ralph when he reacts to Piggy by ignoring him and doesn’t ask Piggy his name?

2. Why do you think Piggy confides his nickname to Ralph?

3. Why would Piggy pretend that the idea to call using the shell was Ralph’s?  Why would he vote for Jack?
4. How does Jack react when Simon faints?

5. Why might Piggy be treated as an outsider? 

6. What reasons does Jack give why he should be chief?

7. Why does Ralph offer the leadership of the choir to Jack?  Was this a good or bad choice?  Why?
Chapter 2
ebullience
 recrimination
    tumult 

tirade

Ralph calls a meeting to report back what they have found. 
They make rules.
A small boy speaks about being frightened of a beastie or snake-thing.
Ralph says is doesn’t exist.  Jack says they will hunt it.
Ralph talks about rescue and building a fire on top of the mountain.
They build a fire.  Because they don’t have matches, Jack uses Piggy’s glasses.
The fire gets out of control.  Piggy expresses how foolish they are.
The little boy with the birthmark is missing, presumably killed in the fire.
1. Why is it significant that there are no adults on the island?

2. What are the advantages and disadvantages of using the conch?

3. What will Jack do to people who break rules?

4. What is your interpretation of the Beast?  What might it be?
Chapter 3

oppressive
 inscrutable
 vicissitudes
 declivities
 tacit

Jack hunts a pig but doesn’t kill it.
Ralph talks about shelters and rescue.
Simon goes off by himself to a secret place in the forest.
1. What does Jack sometimes experience in the forest?

2. How is Simon’s view of the island different from Ralph’s and Jack’s?

3. What do you think about Jack’s compulsion to kill a pig?

Chapter 4
blatant 

taboo 

sinewy 

malevolently

They adapt to a new life.
The older ones spoil the littluns play.
Jack paints his face.
They see smoke from a ship but the signal fire has gone out.
The hunters return with a slaughtered pig.
Jack and Ralph clash.
Jack hits Piggy and breaks his glasses.
The pig is roasted and Ralph calls an assembly.
1. Why does Piggy continue to be an outsider?

2. What decision does Ralph have to make with regard to the fire?

3. Why doesn’t Jack seem to care about not being rescued?

4. Why doesn’t Ralph hit Jack?

Chapter 5

ludicrous
 ineffectual 
jeer 
inarticulate

During the assembly Ralph is critical of their behaviour.
They talk of their fears of the beast and the littluns’ nightmares.
The meeting disintegrates and Ralph loses control of the assembly.
Jack refuses to obey the rules and leaves.
Ralph thinks he ought to stop being chief.
There are now two separate groups.
1. Why does Jack humiliate Simon when he tries to explain what he means?

2. Why do you think the littluns need to project their feelings onto something physical?

3. Why do you think Jack dismisses the rules and breaks up the assembly?

4. Why does Piggy have a greater understanding of people than Ralph does?

5. Are things breaking down because there are no adults on the island?  Give two examples from the novel to justify your opinion.
Chapter 6

leviathan
 clamour 
mutinously

Pilot parachutes from battle and lands on the mountaintop.  

They believe the moving body is the beast, so they decide to hunt it.

Ralph insists on relighting the fire.
hey explore the rest of the island.
1. Now that they believe the beast is on the mountaintop, what could happen to the fire?

2. Ralph agrees to explore the end of the island.  Why does he agree to do this?

3. Does anyone support Ralph?
4. What is Simon’s interpretation of the beast?  What do you think he means?
4. What differences do you see between this exploration and the first one?

Chapter 7
crestfallen 
impervious 
enterprise

Ralph daydreams as they continue their search.
Ralph spears a boar.
They go up the mountain and Simon goes back to join Piggy.
They see the parachutist, are terrified and run back down the hill.
1. How do you think Simon knows what Ralph is thinking?

2. Ralph gains respect when he spears a pig, but not when he insists on living in a civilized world. Why?

3. Should they have gone on and climbed the mountain in the dark?

4. Why do you think Simon is more at home in the forest than the other boys?
Chapter 8

glowered 
rebuke 

demure 
fervour
Ralph and Jack report back to the others.
Jack challenges Ralph for the leadership, but loses the vote and leaves.
Simon thinks they should climb the mountain and goes off by himself.
They notice lots of hunters have gone to Jack.
Piggy suggests building the fire near the platform.
Jack appoints himself chief.
They kill a sow and leave the head on a stick as a sacrifice to the beast.
Simon sees the killing and the pig’s head.
Ralph and Piggy talk about the breakup of their society.
Jack and his tribe steal sticks from the others fire and invite them to a feast.
Chapter 8 continued…

1. Which of Jack’s criticisms do you think are valid?

2. Do you blame those who choose Jack instead of Ralph?

3. Is Jack to blame for everything that goes wrong, or are there events that are not directly his fault?  Explain.
4. Why do the boys follow Jack obediently?

5. Would it be easier for Simon to join the others and believe in the beast?
Chapter 9

corpulent 
sauntered

Simon reaches the mountaintop and frees the dead pilot

He starts down the mountain to tell the others

Ralph and Piggy decide to go to Jack’s feast

Ralph challenges his leadership

The storm breaks and Jack orders them to dance

Simon crawls out of the forest and they see him as the beast

They batter Simon to death and his body is carried out to sea

1. Describe Simon’s personality.  Give an example from the novel to justify your answer.
2. Why do Ralph and Piggy decide to go to Jack’s feast?

3. Why do you think the others kill Simon?  How might this affect life on the island?
4. Why did they chant “Kill the beast” instead of “Kill the pig!”?

5. What kind of leader has Jack become? How much has he changed?
Chapter 10

compelled

Ralph and Piggy discuss Simon’s death; Sam and Eric and a few littluns left

Jack rules Castle Rock

He warns that the beast may come again in disguise

Ralph, Piggy, Sam and Eric try to keep the fire lit

Jack’s group attacks and they take Piggy’s glasses

1. Why does Ralph laugh when Piggy suggests he call an assembly?

2. Do you think Simon died because he asked for it? If not then why did he die?

3. What is the effect and purpose of Jack’s paint?

4. Why does Ralph need to “suppose” every night?

5. Why did they launch a vicious raid? Why didn’t they take the conch?

Chapter 11

luminous 
myopia 

snivelling 
quavered 
parried 

talisman

Ralph calls an assembly; they decide to visit Jack to get Piggy’s glasses back

Confrontation between Ralph and Jack

Jack orders Sam and Eric to be tied up

Ralph and Jack fight

Piggy is killed

Jack wounds Ralph with his spear: Ralph escapes into the forest

Roger prepares to torture the twins

1. The tiny assembly still uses the conch.  Why?

2. Is Piggy realistic about his approach to Jack?

3. Can they ever be like they were?

4. Why does Jack order Sam and Eric to be tied up?

5. Piggy dies and the conch is destroyed in this chapter.  What could this symbolize?
Chapter 12

acrid 

cordon 

elephantine 
epaulettes

Ralph is alone and hiding and heads toward Castle Rock

Ralph comes face to face with the skull of the pig’s head

Sam and Eric are tortured for speaking to Ralph

Sam and Eric reveal his hiding place

Jack sends rocks crashing down and set the forest on fire

Ralph being surrounded breaks out and runs to the beach

A naval officer is standing over him

The savages come forward and all cry

The officer waits for them to pull themselves together

1. What is the indefinable connection between Ralph and Jack? What does Jack need to destroy?

2. Do you think Ralph realizes what they intend to do with him?

3. What kind of world are the boys returning to?  Give an example from the book to justify your answer.
4. Who knows the real meaning of war and humanity?
